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Meet One of America’s Most Popular 
Rural Power Salesmen 


INCE the first cf the year, Bill Howard, rural 
KJ power salesman, has talked to nearly a quarter 
of a million farm people—an average of 1600 a day. 
His job is to show farmers already connected to a high 
line that the more electricity they use, the cheaper 
it becomes, and the more profits it makes for them. 
Bill is the ideal salesman, for he entertains as he sells. 
He’s the hero in General Electric’s new all-talking 
motion picture, “Bill Howard, R.F.D.” In a gripping 
story, Bill discovers that electricity can solve his two 
major problems: how to get more profit from his farm, 
and how to make country life attractive to his son. 
That the picture makes warm friends for electricity 
is proved by hundreds of comments like —‘‘It’s better 


than a real movie.” 


Bill Howard is just one part of the complete program 


which General Electric has made available to power 


companies to help sell a fuller use of electricity on 
the farm. The program also includes a 52-page 
manual on how to electrify the farm and rural home, 
written by a farmer for farmers, a series of sound 
slideflms and booklets on Farm Wiring, Lighting, 
Refrigeration, Soil Heating, etc., a fascinating new 
publication showing how to use electric motors on the 
farm, and an extensive advertising campaign in state 
farm papers. 


This year, 150,000 farms will be connected to electric 
service. To help them—and the 1,250,000 farm 
families already connected—to use their new servant 
intelligently and economically, is the object of this 
timely program. This promotion is but one of the 
many “extra” services that result from placing your 


orders with General Electric. 
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Harrison Urges Engineers Stand 
Behind Progress of Art, Science 


Tells annual meeting of A.ILE.E. in Washington that profession is 
concerned with increasing participation of government in enterprises 
— Parker elected president — Dr. Doherty awarded Lamme Medal 


Increasing participation of govern- 
ment agencies in commercial enier- 
prises, particularly in fields already 
adequately served, is a matter of con- 
cern to the engineering profession, as 
definitely revealed on the visits of 
President W. H. Harrison to sections 
representing 70 per cent of the 
A.LE.E. membership. 

Speaking before the annual conven- 
tion of the Institute in Washington this 
week, Mr. Harrison stated that “we 
may well be at the start of a long 
range cycle of change. Certainly it will 
be a misconception to assume that the 
present state of affairs is merely the 
result of a statute of a political situa- 
tion or a business cycle.” 


Urges united stand 


Mr. Harrison, who is vice-president 
of American Telephone & Telegraph, 
pointed out that in the A.LE.E. mem- 
bership will be found every conceivable 
social, economic and political philoso- 
phy and that the membership must 
remain united to realize the advance- 
ment of the theory and practice of 
electrical engineering and the allied 
arts and sciences. 

John C. Parker, vice-president of 
Consolidated Edison of New York, was 
elected president along with six new 
vice-presidents of the Institute. Mr. 
Parker stated that he accepted the 
office more as a commission to serve 


the profession than as an honor, much 
as his reverence and spiritual regard 
for the traditions and heritage of the 
A.LE.E. impelled him to accord honor 
to those who have preceded him. 
Coming as a surprise factor at the 
annual business meeting was the award 
of honorary membership to Cummings 
C. Chesney, the 34th to be so favored 
in the 54-year history of the A.I.E.E. 
In making the announcement President 
W. H. Harrison called attention to the 
many contributions of Mr. Chesney to 
the fields of transmission and electrical 
machinery before he retired from ac- 
tive service with General Electric. 


Dr, Doherty gets medal 


Dr. R. E. Doherty, president of Car- 
negie Institute of Technology, was 
awarded the Lamme Medal by the 
committee under the chairmanship of 
N. E. Funk, vice-president of Phila- 
delphia Electric Company. One of Dr. 
Doherty’s long-time associates, A. R. 
Stevenson, Jr., in design at Schenec- 
tady showed how close a parallel his 
career had been to that of Benjamin 
Garver Lamme himself, especially in 
the correlation of engineering design 
with education of the rising young 
engineers. 

In his acceptance, Dr. Doherty re- 
lated how he had been inspired by the 
patterns of the careers of the great 
electrical forbears and_ especially 


singled out Lamme as the master de- 
signer. Steinmetz, with whom Doherty 
collaborated, was another of his Carly- 
lean heroes from whom he had drawn 
inspirational tonic. 

Tribute was paid to the electrical 
profession by W. R. Gregg, chief of 
the Weather Bureau, for the aids of 
communication without which modern 
meteorological service would be impos- 
sible. Until very recently, however, a 
generalized type of weather forecast- 
ing was accepted as sufficient. Now, 
however, there are several specialized 
services, notably for airways, but re- 
cently there has been an intensification 
of the river and flood forecasting which 
began as far back as 1871. 


Prizes announced 


Prizes were announced by Dean J. 
W. Barker of Columbia University in 
the absence abroad of Chairman H. S. 
Osborne of the prize award commit- 
tee. Rated best in the field of papers 
on engineering practice was the one by 
J. W. Dawson (Westinghouse)  en- 
titled “New Developments in Ignitron 
Welding Control.” 

First place in the group of papers 
on theory and research went to a paper 
“Electrical Characteristics of Suspen- 
sion Insulator Units,” by Prof. C. L. 
Dawes and Reuben Reiter of Harvard 
University. The initial paper which was 
accorded the prize was one on “Induc- 
tion Motors on Unbalanced Voltages,” 
by H. R. Reed and R. J. W. Koopman, 
Michigan College of Mining and 
Technology. No awards were an- 
nounced for papers presented at stu- 
dent branch meetings nor for a mem- 
ber paper in the field of public rela- 
tions and education. 

The technical discussions will be 
reported in the July 2 issue of ELec- 
TRICAL WORLD. 
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New Trends in Utility Advertising 


Discussed at Meeting in Detroit 


Public Utility Advertising Association elects Howard Weeks of Con- 
solidated Edison of New York as new president — Clara Zillessen, 
Philadelphia Electric, wins Josephine Snapp award for 1937 


New trends in the presentation of 
public utility advertising were explored 
by the Public Utility Advertising Asso- 
ciation at its annual meeting in Detroit. 
Discussions centered around the use of 
symbols, slogans and trade characters, 
as well as type of presentation of the 
company’s message to customers. 

During the meeting awards in six- 
teen classifications were made in the 
better copy contests. Companies from 
New York to California, from Detroit 
to Florida and the Gulf shared in the 
awards, 


Weeks elected president 


Howard Weeks, Consolidated Edison 
Company of New York, was elected 
president of the association, succeed- 
ing Kenneth Magers, Cincinnati Gas 
& Electric. E. K. Hartzell, Lake Shore 
Electric Railway, was elected first vice- 
president; Harold J. Rowe, Iowa Elec- 
tric Light & Power, second vice-presi- 
dent; Al C. Joy, Pacific Gas & Elec- 
tric, third vice-president; Thomas H. 
Spain, Public Service of New Jersey, 
treasurer, and H. W. Olcott was 
re-elected secretary. 

Mr. Magers, retiring president, and 
S. J. Ballinger, San Antonio Public 
Service, were elected directors for one 
year. Directors elected for a_three- 
year term included E. Frank Gardiner, 
Commonwealth Edison; J. R. Pershall, 
Public Service of Northern Illinois, 
and Miss Clara H. Zillessen, Philadel- 
phia Electric. 

Companies winning first honors in 
all sixteen classifications follow: 


No. 1—Load building, newspaper adver- 
tising of electric companies: Hartford 
Electric Light Company. 

No. 2—Public relations newspaper ad- 
vertising of electric companies: Pacific 
Gas & Electric Company, San Francisco. 

No. 3—Merchandise newspaper advertis- 
ing for electric companies: Florida Power 
& Light Company. 

No. 4—Load building, newspaper adver- 
tising of gas companies: Peoples Gas, 
Light & Coke Company. 

No. 5—Public relations newspaper ad- 
vertising for gas companies: Peoples Gas, 
Light & Coke Company. 

No. 6—Merchandise newspaper advertis- 
ing for gas companies: Consolidated Edi- 
son Company of New York. 

No. 7—Newspaper advertising to in- 
crease business, transportation companies: 
New Orleans Public Service, Inc. 

No. 8—Public relations newspaper ad- 
vertising for transportation companies: 
Wisconsin Public Service Corporation. 
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Howard Weeks, P.U.A.A. president 


No. 9—Employees Detroit 
Edison Company. 

No. 10—Employees newspapers: Cincin- 
nati Gas & Electric Company. 

No. 11—Bill inclosures, customer pub- 
lications envelope and package inserts for 
public utility companies: Boston Edison 
Company. 

No. 12—Direct mail advertising for pub- 
lic utility companies: Georgia Power Com- 
pany. 

No. 13—Window or inside displays for 
electric companies: Cincinnati Gas & Elec- 
tric Company. 

No. 14—Window or inside displays for 
gas companies: Southern California Gas 
Company. 

No. 15—Poster advertising for all util- 
ity companies: Boston Edison Company. 

No. 16—Radio advertising for all pub- 
lic utility companies: Southern California 
Edison Company. 


magazine: 


Henry Obermeyer, Consolidated 
Edison of New York; T. F. Gessner, 
Detroit Edison; Fred Toy, Cincinnati 
Gas & Electric, and C. E. Hooper of 
C. E. Hooper, Inc., New York, ad- 
dressed the convention sessions. 

Mr. Obermeyer stressed the import- 
ance of constant development of ideas 
in utility advertising and conservative 
use of trade characters and slogans. 
“The objection to sloganeering or word 
coining,” he said, “is the same as the 
objection to the third degree—once let 
a group of human beings get the idea 
that a formula or short cut can be used 
and all intelligent effort ceases.” 

Miss Zillessen, advertising manager 
of Philadelphia Electric, won the 





Josephine Snapp award for 1937, a 
silver vase presented annually by the 
Women’s Advertising Club of Chicago 
to the woman making the outstanding 
contribution to advertising during the 
foregoing year. Presentation of the 
award was made by Mason Britton, 
chairman of the Advertising Federa- 
tion of America and vice-chairman of 
McGraw--Hill Publishing Company. 
Alex Dow, president of Detroit Edi- 
son, discussed at the opening meeting 
the value of advertising to a_ utility. 


Urges Fair Prices 
in Utility Purchase 


A proposal that the government pay 
fair prices in its purchase of private 
utilities is set forth by J. D. Ross, 
Administrator of the Bonneville proj- 
ect, in the current issue of Financial 
W orld. 

“The transition from private to pub- 
lic ownership is not an easy task,” Mr. 
Ross stated. “Those comprising the 
private ownership group do not want 
to sell, but if placed in a position 
where they must sell, quite frequently 
ask a price based on inflated values. 
On the other hand, public ownership 
groups, in their fear of such fictitious 
values or in their zeal to show the 
people that they are good horse-trad- 
ers, offer a price so low as to make 
successful negotiations impossible.” 

Commenting on the value of the 
utility property, Mr. Ross said that 
while physical valuation is one factor 
in determining the value, gross revenue 
and net revenue may justify a price 
that is higher or lower than the 
physical valuation. 

“I believe that all bonds issued by 
a public power system should be rev- 
enue bonds,” he continued, “and not 
general obligation bonds where the 
general taxpayer assumes the burden 
regardless of whether he may or may 
not be a heavy user of power.” 

Failure to follow such a simple pro- 
cedure, he added, can only result in 
heavy losses to both groups. 


TVA Group to Borrow Aid 


Handicapped by the slip-up in the 
closing rush of Congress, which left 
only $50,000 for the TVA investigation, 
instead of $100,000, the special Con- 
gressional committee has decided to 
economize by drafting experts from 
various branches of the government. 
Committee members anticipate no diffi- 
culty in obtaining more money when 
Congress reconvenes, as there was no 
opposition to the appropriation, but 
meanwhile will borrow help which is 
carried on other government payrolls. 
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Special Lighting Designs Used 
by Tennessee Utility for Tunnel 


Wiring arrangements and control equipment said to be unique and 
used for first time — Tennessee Electric Power designed and super- 
vised installation at request of the State Highway Department 


Civic and _ governmental officials 
joined with a pleased population in 
the recent opening of the 933-foot 
McCallie Avenue Tunnel in Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., where a_ spectacular 
job of lighting was done under the 
design and direction of lighting ex- 
perts of Tennessee Electric Power 
Company. 

Leaders in the Brainerd community 
arranged an outdoor celebration which 
was addressed by Gov. Gordon Brown- 
ing, Mayor Bass and Judge Will Cum- 
mings. 


Special made job 


The lighting for the reconditioned 
tunnel was designed especially for the 
particular job and a good part of the 
fittings and material used for the 
lighting had to be designed and 
special-made for the job. 

Wiring arrangement and _ control 
equipment are unique in that this 
arrangement has never been used be- 
fore, according to Harry Curtis, man- 
ager of lighting sales department of 
the Chattanooga utility, who recently 
won the Augustus Curtis lighting award 
for outstanding achievements in light- 
ing. 

Five separate and distinct lighting 
systems are incorporated in the de- 





sign. The nineteen 10,000-lumen, so- 
dium-vapor units are mounted approxi- 
mately at 50-foot spacing in the center 
of the tunnel. The fixtures are special- 
made to shield the light from the 
driver’s eyes. They were designed by 
General Electric for this job. Units of 
similar design have been used in two 
other tunnels, the Stockton Street 
Vehicular Tunnel in San Francisco 
and the Tooth Rock Tunnel, near 
Portland, Ore., with satisfactory re- 
sults. The units are designed to throw 
the light to the side and up and down 
and each alternating unit faces in the 
opposite driection, Mr. Curtis stated. 
These sodium-vapor lights will burn 24 
hours a day. 

In addition to the sodium-vapor 
units, in each end of the tunnel and 
extending back for approximately 125 
feet are mounted ten grading light 
units. There are two rows of these 
and they are spaced about 25 feet 
apart. The first four in each row from 
the end of the tunnel are 1,000-watt 
units and the next two in each row 
are 500-watt units. These grading 
lights burn only in the daytime and 
the purpose of them is to offset the 
extreme contrast of intensity of day- 
light outside the tunnel and the dark- 
ness inside the tunnel and to elim- 


inate, as nearly as possible, the blind- 
ing effect as you enter the tunnel. 
There are two systems of these grad- 
ing lights, one in each end of the tun- 
nel, served from separate services and 
transformers but controlled by the 
same switches. 

Mr. Curtis pointed out that, in ad- 
dition to the lighting inside the tunnel, 
on each end are located two 500-watt 
floodlights to illuminate the approaches 
and ends of the tunnel. These lights, 
of course, burn only during the night, 
he said. They are served from sep- 
arate services, but, as 2 unique fea- 
ture, they are controlled by the same 
controls as the grading light units. 
Thus, when the grading lights are 
turned off the end approaches are 
turned on by the same mechanism. 

The wiring and lighting system is 
entirely new and different from any- 
thing that has been used before, Mr. 
Curtis explained. The Tennessee State 
Highway Department employed the 
services of the engineering department 
of Tennessee Electric Power to design 
and supervise the installation of this 
system. The materials were all bought 
by the state on competitive bidding. 

State and city officials were high in 
their praise of the lighting of the 
tunnel and a great deal of credit was 
passed on to the utility for its work. 

* 


Municipal Plant Burns 


Fire recently destroyed the munici- 
pally owned power and water plant 
at Prentiss, Miss., leaving the com- 
munity of 1,100 without power, al- 
though water service was maintained. 
Mayor I. L. Dale estimated the dam- 
age at several thousand dollars. 








TUNNEL LIGHTING—An innovation 
in lighting was used by Tennessee Elec- 
tric Power in lighting the McCallie 
Avenue tunnel, 933 feet long, at Chat- 
tanooga. Five separate and _ distinct 
lighting systems are incorporated in 
the design. Top shows the 10,000-lumen 
sodium-vapor units and the two rows 
of ten grading light units extending 125 
feet back from the opening 
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TVA Makes Allocation of Costs 


of Three Hydro Power Projects 


Reports that 52 per cent of total cost of $94,125,671 should go to 
electric power development — Report covers Wilson, Norris and 
Wheeler dams — Believes revenue will be sufficient to carry costs. 


Last week the Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority confirmed general impressions 
that allocation of the cost of the giant 
federal power project would be of such 
a nature as possibly to insure that the 
revenue produced from the sale of 
power would carry the allocated cost of 
power facilities. 

The TVA, nearly a year and a half 
after the time limit set by Congress, 
submitted to President Roosevelt and 
to Congress the awaited report recom- 
mending how the capital costs of its 
completed dams should be allocated to 
the multiple functions of navigation im- 
provement, flood control, power devel- 
opment, national defense and fertilizer 
production. President Roosevelt 
promptly approved the recommenda- 
tions and made them final as regards 
the three completed projects covered 
by the report. 


Cost of three dams 


The report finds that for the incom- 
plete TVA system, comprising Wilson, 
Norris and Wheeler dams, the total 
cost of $94,125,671 should be charged 
20 per cent ($18,470,627) to flood con- 
trol, 28 per cent ($26,294,865) to navi- 
gation and 52 per cent ($49,360,179) 
to power. No part of the capital cost 
is assigned to other functions. 

While these costs were reported, no 
mention was made as to the actual ex- 
penditure made by the TVA since it 
came into being. The allocation of 
costs, the committee frankly admits, is 
not susceptible of scientific calculation, 
but is, in the final analysis, a matter 
of judgment influenced by the opinions 
of individuals. Utility officials point 
out that in the construction of hydro 
projects private interests must bear all 
costs and do not receive subsidies from 
the government for any portion of the 
costs of such projects. 

A summary of the allocation follows: 


; Joint 
Single-Purpose Investment 
Charge Investment Charge 


Flood control... $2,600,000 $15,870,627 (25% ) 
Navigation 4.075.988 — 22.218,877(35% ) 
Power ......... 23,967,177 — 25,393,002(40% ) 

Total ........$30,643,165 $63,482,506. 

In the allocation ef costs of Bonne- 
ville Dam project chargeable to power 
the Federal Power Commission deter- 
mined that 57 per cent of the total 
should be set for power. The total cost 


of Bonneville will be $74.144.600, of 
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which $42,181,000 will be the value 
of power development (ELECTRICAL 
WorLbD, page 3, February 19). 


TVA group set costs 


The TVA report was prepared by a 
financial policy committee composed of 
the TVA employees: E. L. Kohler, 
comptroller (chairman) ; T. B. Parker, 
chief engineer; W. C. Fitts, solicitor; 
J. A. Krug, chief power planning engi- 
neer; Paul W. Ager, chief budget of- 
ficer (secretary). Contributions toward 
the solution of the problem were made 
by Martin G. Glaeser (who served for 
a time as committee chairman), James 
C. Bonbright and E. W. Morehouse, 
consultants. 

Chairman Harcourt A. Morgan and 
Director David E. Lilienthal declared 
that the Authority’s engineers estimate, 
on a basis which appears reasonable to 
us, that: 


. the power revenues derived from 
the normal capacity of the three completed 
projects will be sufficient to cover all of 
the costs of operation, including deprecia- 
tion and 3 per cent interest on the in- 
vestment allocated to power and, in addi- 
tion, to return in 30 years the entire 
investment allocated to navigation and 
flood control. While obviously only tenta- 
tive conclusions are now possible regard- 
ing revenue from the normal capacity of 
the ultimate ten-dam system authorized 
by Congress for construction or investiga- 
tion, preliminary studies indicate that 
financial returns will be sufficient to cover 
all costs of the power operations and, in 
addition, a large share of the investment 
which may be allocated to navigation and 
flood control. 


The report further stated that: 

. . This actual demonstration of the 
economy of such combination of functions 
convinces us that the cheapest power, 
the cheapest river transportation and the 
cheapest flood control is that which results 
where all three may be combined in 
structures in which a substantial portion 
of the underlying expenditure may be 
divided between these functions. 

The TVA’s investment of $94,125,- 
671 is divided: Wilson Dam, $30,120,- 
009; Norris Dam, $31,532,120; Wheeler 
Dam, $32,573,542. 


Seeks Speed on REA Projects 


Administrator John M. Carmody of 
the Rural Electrification Administra- 
tion has addressed a letter to all REA 
project officials asking them to speed 
up in every legitimate way the pay- 


ment of obligations as rapidly as they 
become due. The letter points out 
that not only does prompt payment to 
engineers and contractors improve 
their credit, thus permitting them to 
operate more efficiently, but also cites 
the fact that rural electrification is an 
acknowleged part of the federal pump- 
priming program. The effectiveness of 
federal spending in improving business 
conditions, the administrator points 
out, depends in large part upon prompt 
spending of the money provided. 


Denies Utility Act 
Means Dictatorship 


The Public Utility Holding Com- 
pany Act of 1935 does not mean the 
“death sentence” or a “dictatorship” 
for the utility industry or the utility 
holding company, Robert E. Healy of 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion declared last week. 

In his statement, prepared for the 
Chicago Journal of Commerce, Mr. 
Healy said the law does mean “law- 
ful regulation in the interest of in- 
vestors, consumers and the public, and 
a return to old-fashioned conservatism 
and fair dealing from which we strayed 
in the ‘roaring twenties’.” 

If the act achieves its objectives and 
purposes, Mr. Healy declared, it 
means “the end of corporate pyramid- 
ing in the electric and gas utility field 
with its attendant obfuscation, specu- 
lation and unhealthy concentration of 
control. It means, I hope, the end of 
improper accounting methods.” 

According to the statement, 53 hold- 
ing company systems, including 1,620 
companies with aggregate consolidated 
assets stated at nearly $14,000,000,000. 
have registered with the commission. 


Arkansas Power and U. S. 
Plan $6,000,000 Joint Dam 


If the flood and omnibus bill, which 
allocates $2,000,000 for the purpose, is 
approved by President Roosevelt, Ark- 
ansas Power & Light Company will 
begin construction at once on a $6.- 
000,000 combination flood control and 
power dam on Quachita River north- 
west of Hot Springs. 

Contract stipulates that U. S. en- 
gineers will participate to the extent of 
$2,000,000 for the upper 30 feet of dam. 
with the utility building the lower sec- 
tion, providing the dam site and needed 
reservoir space. This contract is said 
to be the first of its kind negotiated 
between the government and a private 
utility. Two other dams, Remmel and 
Carpenter, have previously been built 
by the utility on this river. 
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Wiring Exhibit Gets 
Eye of Large Crowd 


Constructing a fine exhibit of what 
goes on behind the walls, in so far 
as wiring and outlets are concerned, 
was a source of satisfaction to Phila- 
delphia Electric at the Philadelphia 
Electrical Exposition this year. Even 
more satisfying was the manner in 
which the large part of the 100,000 who 
visited the show, and saw the exhibit, 
went away with the feeling that they 
had to do something about the wiring 
in their homes. 

One of the largest local speculative 
builders gave a tangible result when 
he decided to equip all of the homes 
which he builds, generally selling for 
$5,000 to $6,000, with 60-amp. service 
entrances, instead of the 30 amp. that 
he has always used in the past, George 
E. Whitwell, vice-president in charge of 
sales, declared in looking over the 
results of the exhibit. 

Mr. Whitwell said that the space oc- 
cupied by the exhibit, together with its 
construction, probably cost $7,500 to 
$8,000, exclusive of the time of those 
who were in attendance. “From my 
own observation and reports of those 
who represented our company at the 
exposition, | can state unqualifiedly 
that this wiring exhibit created tre- 
mendous interest among a large part 
of the 100,000 people who visited the 
show, so that we feel well repaid for 
our expenditure of time and money.” 

Philadelphia Electric built a frame- 
work of a house, showing service en- 
trance and outlets for each room, in- 
cluding kitchen and basement. It was 
a true test of adequate wiring to pro- 
vide for maximum convenience in the 
use of lighting and electrical appli- 
ances. Other parts of the exhibit illus- 
trated inadequately wired rooms and 
contrasted them with ones adequately 
wired for service. 


Asks FPC Authorization 
for Energy Sale to Canada 


The Blair Veneer Company, North 
Troy, Vt., has applied to the Federal 
Power Commission for authority to 
transmit and sell electric energy for 
domestic and commercial use to the 
Mansonville Utilities, Ltd., in Sutton, 
Quebec, Canada. 

According to the application, an esti- 
mated 8,000 kw.-hr. will be sold per 
month. Rates for this energy, under 
the terms of a five-year contract, are: 
2% cents per kw.-hr., for the first 4,000 
kw.-hr. per month; 214 cents per 
kw.-hr. for the next 2,000, and 2 cents 
per kw.-hr. for all in excess of 6,000 
kw.-hr. per month. 
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ADEQUATE WIRING—This wiring exhibit of the Philadelphia Electric Company 


created tremendous interest among the 100,000 who visited the Philadelphia Electrical 


Exposition. 


Power Measures 


Passed by Congress 


When the seventy-fifth Congress ad- 


journed last week it had appropri- 


ated something like $12,000,000,000 
during the session, presumably a 
peace-time record. These appropria- 


tions included the following: 
Public Works—PWA life extended to 


June 30, 1941, and given appropriation of 
$965,000,000, of which not more than 
$750,000,000 can be used for grants or 
other non-recoverable expenses. Grants 
are limited, as before, to a 45 per cent 
basis. There is no restriction of power 
loans, but the President has agreed not 
to approve loans for competing power 
facilities until a bona-fide offer has been 
made to purchase such facilities at a fair 
price. 

REA—In addition to the regular appro- 
priation of $40,000,000 for loans, author- 
ity was given to borrow an_ additional 
$100,000,000 from the RFC. 

Holding Company Act—The FPC is 
given an appropriation of $250,000 for 
administration expenses in connection with 
the utility act. 

Bureau of Reclamation—Included in the 
appropriation of $975,000 is one of $400.- 
000 for the Salt River project, on which 
three of the four dams proposed are for 
hydro-electric purposes. 


In addition to these appropriations. 


the Congressional Record included 
these activities: 
Power—Created a joint Congressional 


committee to investigate TVA. Authorized 
the installation of power-generating ma- 
chinery at Fort Peck Dam. (No appro- 
priation has been passed to finance this.) 

Regional Planning—Shelved the Presi- 
dent’s recommendation for creation of 
seven regional (TVA) planning boards. 


Cost of space and construction was between $7,500 and $8,000 





Flood Control—Under the 1938 act the 
U. S. bears all costs and has title to 
completed projects. It makes mandatory, 
“when approved by the Secretary of War 
upon the recommendation of the Chief 
of Engineers and of the Federal Power 
Commission,” the installation of pen- 
stocks in flood-control dams for develop- 
ment of surplus power. 


Utility Asks Fair Deal 
in TVA Negotiations 


Very little in the nature of encour- 
agement concerning the negotiations 
between TVA and Commonwealth & 
Southern were given stockholders at 
their annual meeting in Wilmington, 
Del., last week. 

Wendell L. Willkie, president, pointed 
out the futility of his many past at- 
tempts to work out an agreement with 
the government. 
tainty as to the outcome of recent 
negotiations with TVA Director David 
E. Lilienthal. 

In answer to a question concerning 
the sale of properties to TVA, Mr. 
Willkie said that he had asked Mr. 
Lilienthal to consider, in the event any 
properties are acquired, an agreement 
to protect other properties from govern- 
ment competition raids. Mr. Willkie 
suggested to Mr. Lilienthal that a 
definite line of territorial demarcation 
be set, beyond which TVA would not 
go unless it purchased the properties 
in the new territory. He asked for a 
fair deal in purchase of the utility 
properties. 


He expressed uncer- 
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NEW SHOP—More than 1,300 visitors 
were present last week when Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Company 
opened its new $500,000 service building 
and warehouse in Boston. The plant is 
equipped to repair, recondition and 
rebuild every type of electrical apparatus 





Court Upholds FPC 


in Tuckertown Case 


Federal Power Commission was sus- 
tained by the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in a de- 
cision handed down recently against 
the Carolina Aluminum Company, 
which had sought a review of the com- 
mission’s finding regarding its pro- 
posed $6,000,000 hydro-electric power 
development on the Yadkin River near 
Tuckertown, North Carolina. 

Several months ago the company 
filed notice of its intention to build 
the Tuckertown dam and plant, but 
the commission, tending the stream 
navigable, held that the company 
would have to apply to the commission 
for a Federal license to go through 
with its plant. 

The Aluminum company then asked 
the circuit court for a review of this 
commission finding, but Judge John J. 
Parker, who wrote the opinion dis- 
missing the company’s petition for re- 
view, held that the court had no power 
to review a mere finding, as distin- 
guished from an order of the Federal 
Power Commission. 


Brand and Turner Awarded 
Water Heater Plan Prizes 


Cash prizes of $500 each have been 
awarded E. M. Turner, Ebasco Services, 
Inc., New York, and E. A. Brand, Buf- 
falo, Niagara & Eastern Power Cor- 
poration, Buffalo, in the executives and 
engineers contest sponsored as a part 
of its electric water heater program by 
the National Electric Water Heating 
Council of the Modern Kitchen Bureau. 

These prizes were offered for the two 
best papers on the subject “Advisability 
of Competitive Water Heater Rate and 
Advantages of the Water Heater Load.” 
Nearly a score of exceptionally fine 
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papers were entered in the contest by 
operating company executives and en- 
gineers located in eleven states. Judges 
were Page Golson, vice-president Ford, 
Bacon & Davis; William S. Leffler, 
partner in Lacombe & Leffler, and 
Henry G. Dooley, associate editor 
ELECTRICAL WorRLD. 


Iowa Cities Abandon 
Plan for Own Plants 


Blanchard, Iowa, has voted in 
favor of a new 25-year operating 
franchise for the Iowa-Nebraska Light 
& Power Company, as has also the 
city of New Market, lowa. Two years 
ago New Market voted a bond issue 
for the construction of a municipal 
electric system, let contracts to equip 
the plant and instituted ouster pro- 
ceedings against the private power 
company. The recent election rescinded 
this action. Five years ago Blanchard 
had also voted for a municipal plant, 
but the plant was not built. 

“Naturally, I am delighted with the 
outcome of last week’s two municipal 
elections,” said E. C. Rohrbaugh, the 
company’s. district manager. (The 
elections were held the first week in 
June.) “It appears as a gratifying in- 
dication that the people are clearly 
doing their own thinking . . .” 


& 
Manly Named to FPC 
President Roosevelt on June 14 


reappointed Basil Maxwell Manly as a 
member of the Federal Power Com- 
mission. His present term expired 
June 22 and the new appointment is 
for a term of five years. An economist 
by profession, Mr. Manly was Wash- 
ington representative of the New York 
State Power Authority before being 
appointed to the FPC. 





Seeks Co-ordination 
of Plant Expansion 


Thomas Ozlin, chairman of the Vir- 
ginia Corporation Commission, has an- 
nounced that the commission will call 
a conference of utility executives of 
Virginia to discuss possibilities of a 
long-range plan for power develop- 
ments. Such a course was recom- 
mended in May by Allen Saville and 
Leonard Blackburn, engineers, in a 
report of a power survey made for the 
commission over a period of many 
months. 

The engineers suggested some co- 
ordination of utility expansion plans. 
They asserted that “it is evident 
that each of the companies in Virginia 
will have a problem in the next ten 
years as to sources of additional 
power.” 

“If each company solves its own 
problems without particular reference 
to what is being done by the others, 
there might develop conceivably a sit- 
uation where each of the companies 
had, say, 20 per cent excess or re- 
serve capacity, whereas if all of the 
companies were considered together 
with the already-built transmission 
lines used, it would not be necessary 
to build all this plant at the same 
time.” 

Chairman Ozlin said he_ believed 
that the public would gain through 
this quasi-curtailment of new plants 
and equipment, which necessarily fig- 
ure in rates. No definite time has been 
set for the conference. 


* 
Opens New Salesroom 


Wisconsin Michigan Power Company 
has opened its new office and sales- 
room in Weyauwega, Wis. Walter 
Kamp, district manager, is in charge 
of the quarters. 
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Utilities Raised Only Small Portion 


of Building Needs From Investors 


In past five years less than 16 per cent of funds needed for new con- 
struction was obtained from sale of securities — Robinson points 
out that balance was raised from other financial sources 


Less than 16 per cent of the funds 
for new construction in the electric 
light and power industry during the 
past five years has been raised by the 
sale of new securities, M. G. Robinson 
of Stone & Webster and Blodget, Inc., 
writes in the June issue of the Stone & 
Webster Bulletin. 

Mr. Robinson states that 84 per cent 
of the funds needed for new construc- 
tion was obtained largely by withhold- 
ing earnings, using cash from retire- 
ment reserve accruals, selling treasury 
assets and reducing cash and other 
surplus funds. This policy cannot be 
followed for long if utility construction 
becomes active, Mr. Robinson says. 


Sell senior securities 


“Financing by the sale of senior 
securities is relatively easy for con- 
servatively capitalized electric utilities 
not threatened by federal or municipal 
competition,” Mr. Robinson states, “but 
it has been difficult or impossible for 
them to market equity securities for 
nearly six years. This has not been 
ameliorated by the recent offer of the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation to 
extend loans secured by senior securi- 
ties. It is not serious when expendi- 
tures for new facilities are small, but 
when large expenditures are being 
made it is necessary for the utilities to 
obtain a substantial part of the funds 
by the sale of equity securities if a 
well-balanced capital structure is to be 
maintained.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Robinson 
that in the five years beginning with 
1933 the electric light and power in- 





New Construction and Source of Con- 
struction Funds (000 omitted) 


New Funds Secured 


by Sale of 

Total Com. Bonds Balance 
Year Exp. &Pfd. & Deb. Raised 
1983 .. $129,300 0 $5,377 $123,923 
19384 .. 147,654 0 10,502 137,152 
1985 .. 192,855 0 10,800 182,055 
1936 .. 289,710 $2,605 52,160 234,945 
1987 .. 455,480 705 105,314 349,461 


Total $1,214,999 $3,310 $184,153 $1,027,536 








dustry spent only $1,215,000,000 for 
new construction with an average an- 
nual rate of about one-third that pre- 


vailing in the preceding decade. He 
stated that only $187,500,000 of this 
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five-year total was obtained from the 
sale of new securities, and less than 
one-half of 1 per cent was raised by the 
sale of preferred and common stock. 

“If the dearth of equity money should 
be prolonged into a period of active 
construction and necessary funds be 
obtained largely from the sale of senior 
obligations,” Mr. Robinson states, “the 
ratio of senior to equity securities 
would be so changed as to impair the 
value of the senior obligations.” In 
that event, he says, the utility industry 
would be greatly handicapped in ex- 
panding its plants and providing good 
service to its customers. 

Mr. Robinson stated that when credit 
becomes available, so that expansion 
may be soundly financed, the utilities 
will be able to undertake a construction 
program that will make an important 
contribution to economic recovery. 


Southern Utah to Seek 
Power From Boulder Dam 


An investigation to determine feasi- 
bility of transmitting power from 
Boulder Dam to southern Utah is to 
be made by the Water Storage Com- 
mission, pursuant to a request from 
Mayor Albert E. Miller of St. George. 

Mayor Miller stated in a letter to 
Gov. Henry H. Blood that Nevada and 


INDUSTRIAL LIGHTING—Commonwealth Edison, Chicago, has opened a new 
commercial and industrial lighting demonstration display where the light-reflecting 
values of painted surfaces and light requirements for accurate seeing are shown 





Arizona are building a power dis- 
tributing system up the Virgin River 
to Littlefield, Ariz., only 22 miles from 
St. George. He added that the fran- 
chise of Southern Utah Power Com- 
pany is nearing its termination and 
“we must do something to better our 
service.” 
« 


Challies Calls TVA 
Experiment Unfair 


Commenting critically upon the 
trend of power policies in the United 
States, J. B. Challies, president of the 
Engineering Institute of Canada and 
former director of power for the 
Dominion, declared that “we have no 
New Deal hydro-electric hysteria in 
this country; nor have we in Canada 
anything which even remotely ap- 
proaches that monstrously unfair ex- 
periment in electrical service socialism 
known as the TVA.” 

Mr. Challies discussed the utiliza- 
tion of Canada’s water power at the 
opening session of the Society of 
Chemical Industry of Great Britain 
and the Canadian Chemical Associa- 
tion at Ottawa. He said that “perhaps 
it is only fair to assure our friends 
from the homeland that the trials and 
tribulations suffered, I think very un- 
fairly, by the electric utility industry 
in certain parts of the United States 
are not in the slightest degree par- 
alleled anywhere in the Dominion.” 

He assured any one from abroad 
interested in industrial development in 
central Canada, and especially in 
Quebec, that they need not have the 
least concern about essential power 
services being interfered with or inter- 
rupted by governmental bureaucracy.” 
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A.S.T.M. Announces 
Program for Meeting 


The forty-first annual meeting of the 
American Society for Testing Materials 
will be held at Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, 
Atlantic City, N. J., during the week 
of June 27 to July 1. Some eighteen 
sessions will cover the 100 technical 
papers and reports which are being 
scheduled. 

Outstanding feature of the meeting 
will be a symposium on impact testing, 
which is being developed jointly by the 
A.S.T.M. and the American Welding 
Society through its welding research 
committee. 

Other sessions will include a series 
of papers on water for industrial uses; 
properties of metals as affected by tem- 
perature and fatigue, and physical 
properties of four low-alloy high- 
strength steels, and surface cracks on 
large 18 per cent chromium, 8 per cent 
nickel alloy steel castings. 

Other subjects will include the uses 
of statistical methods as an aid in re- 
vising specifications, examination of 
metals in polarized light and the oxida- 
tion of mineral transformer oil. 


Lueas Directs Salesmen’s 
Crusade in Charlotte 


Department store heads, refrigerator 
dealers, electrical men and many others 
in various fields of endeavor are 
united under the leadership of John 
Paul Lucas. vice-president and _ sales 
executive of the Duke Power Com- 
pany, in putting over the National 
Salesmen’s Crusade in Charlotte, N. C.., 
one of 90 key cities in the United 
States linked in the national movement 
to create more jobs and bring back 
prosperity. 

At a recent mass meeting Mr. Lucas 
told the several thousand citizens 
brought together by business leaders 
that “as the psychology of fear has 
been responsible for the situation in 
the country today, the psychology of 
courage, enthusiasm and_ confidence 
will lift us out of it.” 


Porto Rico Company Denied 
Injunction by Court 


Petition of the Porto Rico Railway, 
Light & Power Company for an injunc- 
tion to restrain power plants of the 
insular government and the Reconstruc- 
tion Administration from supplying 
electricity to municipal buildings at 
San Juan was denied recently by the 
federal court in that city in a decision 
by Judge Robert A. Cooper. The com- 
pany gave notice of appeal. Judge 
Cooper pointed out that the company 
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did not claim an exclusive franchise. 
The decision noted that the question 
of competition in use of power for 
private consumption did not arise in 
the case. 

Although early reports indicated that 
no action had been taken by the Porto 
Rica Legislature on the measure cover- 
ing the purchase of the Rio Blanco 
hydro-electric plant of the Porto Rico 
Railway, Light & Power Company, as 
announced in the ELectricaL Wor tp, 
more recent information confirms the 
passage of the bill by the Legislature 
and the signing of the bill by the 
Governor of Porto Rico. 


& 
Ordered to Get Franchise 


Mayor Scholtz of Louisville, Ky., has 
disputed Louisville Gas & Electric 
Company’s claim to a perpetual fran- 
chise and has notified the company that 
it must obtain a franchise before fur- 
ther decisions can be reached in re- 
gard to electric rates. The Mayor 
maintains that the utility’s electric 
rates are too high. The company’s gas 
and electric rate contract schedules 
expire on July 8, but the city has no 
complaint with regard to gas rates. 


eelings 


Economics Conference for Engineers—An- 
nual meeting, Stevens Engineering Camp, 
Johnsonburg, N. J., June 24—July 2. 


American Society for Testing Materials— 
Annual meeting, Chalifonte-Haddon Hall, 
Atlantie City, N. J., June 27—July 1. H. 
EK. Hess, assistant secretary, 260 South 
Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


American Association for the Advancement 
of Science — Summer meeting, Ottawa, 
Canada, June 27—July 2. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
Pacific Coast Convention, Portland, Ore., 
August 9-12. H. H. Henline, national 

secretary, 33 West 39th St., New York, 

[es 


World Power Conference—Vienna sectional 
meeting, August 25—September 2. Execu- 
tive committee, U. S. National Committee, 
World Power Conference, 4 Irving Place, 
New York, N. Y 


Rocky Mountain Electrical League—Annual 
meeting, Canyon Hotel and Lodge, Yel- 
lowstone Park, Wyo., August 29-31. 
George Lewis, managing director, Gas 
and Electric Building, Denver, Colo. 


Illuminating Engineering Society—Annual 
convention, Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis, 
Minn., August 29-September 1. A. D. 
Cameron, general secretary, 51 Madison 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Indiana Electric Association—Annual con- 
vention, French Lick, Ind., September 29— 
October 1. Tom C. Polk, secretary, 607 
Traction Terminal Bldg., Indianapolis, 
Ind. 


American Transit Association — Annual 
meeting, Toronto, Canada, October 2-7, 
Charles Gordon, managing director, 292 
Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 





Long Island Lighting 
Strike Is Averted 


With the signing this week of an 
agreement between the employers and 
the employees of the Long Island 
Lighting Company and its subsidi- 
aries a potential walk-out by 1,400 
workers in the mechanical divisions 
of the utility system was averted. 

In announcing the labor pact Ar- 
thur S. Meyer, acting chairman of 
the New York State Mediation Board, 
called attention to these features: 


The International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, an American Federation 
of Labor affiliate, is recognized as sole 
bargaining agent for the mechanical 
forces. Any disputes arising under the 
new contract may be submitted to the 
mediation board for final decision. 

Employees receiving less than 60 cents 
an hour are given a 5 per cent increase. 
Probationary periods are limited to six 
months. 

Some three weeks ago the union 
had submitted a proposed contract to 
the company calling for a_ closed 
shop, as well as an increase in mini- 
mum wages from $21.60 to $26 a 
week for an eight-hour day in the 
construction departments. When the 
company and the union failed to 
agree on these terms the union called 
for a walk-out on June 10, when the 
existing contract expired. 

Both Suffolk and Nassau counties. 
which would have been affected by 
the strike, protested the walk-out. A 
truce was effected between the com- 
pany and the labor group by the 
mediation board. Following a series 
of conferences, the present contract 
was drawn up, ratified and _ signed. 

« 


Wisconsin Court Upholds 
State “Little TVA” Body 


Reversing its previous decision by 
4 to 2, the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
this week held that the Wisconsin De- 
velopment Authority—known as_ the 
“Little TVA”—was constitutional, but 
curtailed powers of the corporation to 
use state funds for promoting public 
ownership of utilities. 

The new decision provided that the 
non-stock private corporation, estab- 
lished by the 1937 Legislature, will 
receive its $120,000 state appropriation, 
but may not use the money for active 
assistance to communities in establish- 
ing municipal ownership of utilities. 

* 


Storm Damages Power Lines 


A sudden electrical storm, accom- 
panied by rain and a high wind, 
caused more than 75 breaks in power 
lines of the Central New York Power 
Corporation in Syracuse and Onondaga. 
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Sectionalizing with L-M Reclosing 
Fuse Cutouts smsures service conti 
nuity that wins friends, builds load, 
and increases your profit per kilo- 
watt hour. Designed specifically to 
meet today’s conditions, L-M Re- 
closers are preventing many a need- 
less outage on busy lines, protect- 
ing customer good will as well as 
equipment . . . and at lower cost. 
Specify L-M, get the only Reclosing 


Cutouts of fully automatic operation. 


L-M RECLOSING CUTOUTS 
Give you these features 


FULLY AUTOMATIC OPERATION ... . nothing 
t> “cock”, nothing the lineman must remember to 


co, and impossibility of two fuses being in parallel. 


EELLOWS TIME DELAY .... . insuring a time 
| pse between opening and reclosing the circuit, 
l eventing needless blowing of the second fuse. 

















L-M Type “RLO” 

Open Type Reclosing Cutou 
5000, 7500/12500, 15000 V. 
50 and 100 Amperes 









L-M Type “RP*’ 
Porcelain Housed 
Reclosing Cutout 

5000 Volts, 50 Amperes 


FIRM, SURE CONTACTS... . . the fuse car- 
tridges cannot drop out of position due to vibration. 


PLAIN INDICATION ... . . one glance tells 
where refusing is needed. L-M Reclosing Cutouts 
have only “Up” position and “Dropout” position, 
no confusing third or “intermediate” position. 





Investigate the complete line of L-M Reclosing 
Cutouts that pay for themselves in decreased 
outage costs and increased customer satisfaction. 
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RIVER CROSSING—This 


eye-pleasing river crossing 


at Norfolk was recently rem, 
completed by Virginia x 
Electric & Power. The 


structure on the = 132-kv. 
crossing was made. attrac- 
tive by floodlighting its 
wires and providing plat- 
forms and ladders for 


workers 

















“BARNACLE BILL”—This standard 25- 
watt G.E. Mazda lamp was none the worse 
after spending nearly three years in the 
engine room of the motorship “Polar 
Bear,” which sank in 17 fathoms off the 
Alaskan Coast on June 21, 1935 


Chosen among 163 utility 
men from all sections of 
the country, Roy A. Pal- 
mer of Duke Power was 
crowned king by “Queen 
Light - Conditioning” at 
the recent conference of 
utility lighting directors 
and advisers held at Nela 
Park by General Electric. 
Highlight of the three- 
day conference was the 
coronation presentation, 
at which eleven crusaders 
displayed standards nam- 
ing the outstanding pro- 
motional activities and 
sales tools at the com- 
mand of utilities. Miss 
Ruth King of the Insti- 
tute staff was queen 
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“CITY OF LIGHT”’—This diorama exhibit for 
the World’s Fair is being constructed by 
Consolidated Edison of New York. Planning 
the diorama, with more than 4,000 buildings to 
be shown, are I. to r.—A. W. Stark, Ray Martin, 
Harold S. Sutton, Clarence L. Law, Henry Ober- 
meyer of Consolidated Edison; J. Andre Fouil- 
houx and W. K. Harrison, architects; Walter 
Dorwin Teague, designer, with his associates, 
Martin Dodge and Frank J. Roorda 


R—This 30-ft. float of West- 
& Manufacturing Company 
in the production division in 
York World’s Fair preview 
picts the story of electricity 
rol over electrical power. 


sited the company’s plants Section. Right: Reginald Bowman, Cambridge 


Electric Light, and James S. Patrick, Benjamin 
Electric. Below—Harry Nicol, Curtis Lighting, 
Cc. A. Stone, New England Electrical News; 
W. V. Etzell, Art Metal; T. S. Williams and 
Donald P. Stone of Boston Edison. Left 
Donald Stone, Boston Edison, and Donald P. 
Caverly, Hygrade-Sylvania. Lower left is part 
of the gathering at the “charging station” 


lage number took part in 
iting of the New England 
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Resistant Zo HEAT-MOISTURE- CORONA 


A dramatic picture but it shows the de- 
structive processes going on in rubber- 
insulated cables when the wrong insula- 
tion is subjected to corona and extremes 
of temperature and moisture. 

OKOLITE insulation handles these con- 
ditions. It iseffectively resistant to HEAT, 
MOISTURE and CORONA. Where it is 
desired to avoid having a lead sheath, 
OKOLITE is the satisfactory insulation. 
OKOLITE insulation meets exacting 
laboratory tests and is backed with an 


1938 Marks Our 60th Year of Service 


G2 THE OKONITE COMPANY 


Founded 1878 


W 





EXECUTIVE OFFICE: 
HAZARD INSULATED WIRE WORKS DIVISION 


New York Boston Seattle Buffalo 
Philadelphia Los Angeles Pittsburgh 








ONITE QUALITY CANNOT BE WRITTEN 


impressive performance record. Millions 
of feet of OKOLITE insulated cable are 
operating in diversified use throughout 
the country. 


OKOLITE insulation can effect large 
savings in plant construction and main- 
tenance. A study of OKOLITE charac- 
teristics and performance will show the 
wide usefulness of this insulation. Its 
scope ranges from a small control cable 
to heavy generator leads—or a subma- 
rine power cable. 





PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY 
THE OKONITE-CALLENDER CABLE CO., INC. 


Chicago Dallas Detroit Atlanta 
St. Louis Washington San Francisco 
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Output Holds Previous Level 


Energy production is same as 
week before, 10.1% under 1937 
— Trend is still upward 


Energy production by the electric 
light and power industry during the 
week ended June 18 maintained the 
level of the preceding week, according 
to figures announced by the Edison 
Electric Institute. Also, it continues to 
be under the amount a year ago by 
approximately the same ratio, the out- 
put of 1,991,115,000 kw.-hr. being 10.1 
per cent less than in the correspond- 
ing period of 1937. 

Compared with 1936, operations 
early in the present year showed an 
increase around 7 per cent, but the 
prolonged and severe decline virtually 
wiped out the margin by the middle 
of April. Since that time the two curves 
have been almost identical except in 
the week that included Memorial Day. 
With that exception, also, the trend has 
been upward since the end of April. 

Regional percentages show an im- 
provement in the Mountain States. 
Weakness continues in the Central In- 
dustrial area and in New England. The 
Pacific and Middle Atlantic States are 
nearest to the 1937 level. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw. Hr. 


June 18.1,991 June 19..2,214 June 13..1,990 
Jupe 11.1,992 June 12..2,214 June 6..1,945 
June 4.1,879 June 5..2,131 May 30..1,922 
May 28.1,973 May 29..2,207 May 23..1,955 
May 21.1,968 May 22..2,199 May 16..1,962 
May 14.1,968 May 15..2,195 May 9..1,948 
May 7.1,939 May §8..2,176 May 2..1,929 


Oregon Town Contracts 
for Bonneville Power 


Cascade Locks, Ore., became the 
first potential user of Bonneville power 
when the Mayor recently signed a pre- 
liminary contract with the Administra- 
tor for 100 kw., at the “transmission 
system” rate of $17.50 per kw.-yr. 

The Bonneville administration has 
begun construction of a 13.8-kv. line, 
4.6 miles long, from the power plant 
to the town. Cost of the line, which 
will parallel a 6.9-kv. line of West 
Coast Power Company, is placed at 
$10,000. 


Award GRDA Contracts 


Massman Construction Company, 
Kansas City, was awarded contract for 
construction of the main dam and 
power house on the Grand River $20.- 
000,000 hydro project on a bid of $9,- 
322,960. Westinghouse Electric & Man- 


ufacturing was low bidder at $679,110 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 


a, 


June 18 June 11 


Region June 4 

New England —11.7 -—11.9 —11.2 
Middle Atlantic 4.1 — 5.4 — 6.7 
Central Industrial. —-17.4 -—16.8 -—17.8 
West Central....... —48 -— 5.3 -10.1 
Southern States. — 8.8 —7.7  -10.1 
Rocky Mountain.... —17.3 -—22.9 -—28.4 
Pacific....... , ; —2.5 —1.1 — 2.8 
Urited States —10.1 -10.0 -11.8 


for installation of one small and four 
large generators and fitting shafts. 
Although the bid of Allis-Chalmers of 
$669,014 was $9,364 higher than the 
low bid for installation of turbines, 
valves and governors the fact that it 
was not qualified has led to the pros- 
pect that it will be accepted over the 
bid which contained certain provisos. 


Plans Additional Unit 


Houston Lighting & Power Company 
has been granted a permit by the city 
for the construction of an additional 
unit to its Gable Street power plant to 
cost $1,000,000, of which $800,000 will 
be for equipment and $200,000 for a 
building. 

. 


Sanctions Power Line Sale 
Contract for the sale of 100 miles 

of transmission line by the Tennessee 

Public Service Company to the Appa- 


lachian Electric Power Company has 
been approved by the Tennessee Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission. Purchase 
price for the line, which extends from 
the Tennessee-North Carolina border, 
with a tap line from 
Bridgeport, is $1,298,013. 


Newport to 


Monkey in Power Plant 
Causes Problem for Crew 


Monkey business in a power plant 
turned out to be a real problem for 
the Nova Scotia Light & Power Com- 
pany when one of two dozen simians 
which escaped from the freighter City 
of Salisbury took refuge in the Lower 
Water Street plant. 

J. W. MacDonald, plant superin- 
tendent, writes that the monkey climbed 
through an open window, scampered 
across the engine room floor and took 
refuge under a 3,000-kw. turbo-gener- 
ator. Any attempt to corner him, it 
was felt, would result in the monkey 
taking to a vertical pipe structure 
topped by the station’s 4,000-volt auxil- 
iary bus. “The situation was not al- 
together just good fun,” Mr. MacDon- 
ald said. If the monkey became tangled 
up in the bus it would mean a tieup 
of possibly a serious nature in at least 
a part of the city’s supply. 

After about an hour of coaxing, and 
with all vulnerable equipment care- 
fully guarded, the chase over con- 
densers, along steam mains, around en- 
gine foundations and through the maze 
of hiding places, a trap was set. With 
a fare of bananas and nuts placed 
under a wooden packing case the 
power plant invader was captured and 
the power plant crew breathed easier, 
having averted a_ possible accident 
which would have thrown the city into 
darkness. 

o 


$18,000,000 Issue Approved 


Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Company of Baltimore has 
been authorized by the state Public 
Service Commission to issue $18,000,- 
000 of 314 per cent first refunding 
mortgage sinking fund bonds, series O. 
Announcement has already been made 
that the company has sold the issue 
to six insurance companies. 


a 
Natural Gas Now Regulated 


The bill passed by the Senate on 
June 7 and approved by the House 


July 1, 1937, provides for the regulation 


by the Federal Power Commission of 
natural gas moving in interstate com- 
merce. The powers are similar to 
those exercised in the field of electric 
power transmission. 
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Spokane Officials Assume 
New Executive Duties 


Frank T. Post, who recently assumed 
the chairmanship of the board of the 
Washington Water Power Company, be- 
came president of that utility in 1930 
after a legal career of 41 years in 
Spokane. He had been affiliated with 
the company as legal counsel for 21 
years and had also been a vice-presi- 
dent for many years. Though born and 
educated in the East, it was not long 
before Mr. Post became imbued with 
the spirit of the West after establish- 
ing himself in Spokane. In the course 


of his legal career he maintained close 





F. T. Post 


contact with the industrial, mining, 
political and social life of the com- 
munity. 

Kinsey M. Robinson, who succeeds 
Mr. Post as president of the Washing- 
ton Water Power Company, has been 
associated with the Idaho Power Com- 
pany and predecessor companies since 
1911 and has been president of that 
Company for the past four years. 

Mr. Robinson is a past-president of 
the Northwest Electric Light and Power 
Association and has been active in all 
civic affairs at Boise. At the time of his 
recent resignation from Idaho Power 
he was a member of the advisory 


board of the Idaho State Chamber of 
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K. M. Robinson 


Commerce, national councilor for the 
Boise Chamber of Commerce, a member 
of the Idaho state Employment Advis- 
ory Council and a member of the Idaho 
Committee on the Relation of Elec- 
tricity to Agriculture. Since 1936 he 
has been chairman of the national elec- 
tric water heating committee of the 
Edison Electric Institute and a member 
of the executive committee of the 
Institute’s commercial section. 

C. J. Strike, president of the North- 
western Public Service Company, 


C. J. Strike 


Huron, S. D., who has been selected to 
succeed Mr. Robinson in Boise, has 
been active in the public utility indus- 
try in the North Central section. Before 
assuming the presidency of the North- 
western Public Service Company he 
had been vice-president and general 
manager. He has served as president 
of the North Central Electric Associa- 
tion. 

A. B. Sanborn, general manager of 
the East Kootenay Power Company, 
Fernie, British Columbia, was elected 
president and director of the North- 
western Public Service Company and 
affiliated utilities to succeed C. J. Strike. 
A native of Wisconsin and a graduate 
of the United States Naval Academy 
at Annapolis, Mr. Sanborn has been 
connected with the Kootenay company 
in the coal and metal mining area 
around Fernie for the past seventeen 
years. 

G. R. McArthur will remain as vice- 
president of the company. C. L. San- 
stedt, who has been secretary and 
treasurer, was elected vice-president 
and treasurer. 

* 


> Ratpw W. Booze, vice-president of 
the Oklahoma Utilities Company, Fair- 
fax, has resigned. 


> Pror. Joun B. WHITEHEAD, formerly 
dean, has been appointed director of 
the school of engineering of Johns 
Hopkins University. Prof. Witt1am B. 
KOUWENHOVEN, formerly assistant 
dean, has been appointed dean of the 
school of engineering. 


PW. K. Dun zap, assistant to the vice- 
president, and manager of the service 
department of the Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Company, has re- 
tired after 46 years of service. For six 
years he was resident manager of oper- 
ations for Westinghouse at Niagara 
Falls and then went to Europe to ob- 
serve electrical progress in Italy and 
Switzerland. Upon his return to the 
United States he became superintend- 
ent of construction for the company. 
directing the installation of many of 
the country’s pioneer electrical proj- 
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ects. In 1905 he became assistant to 
vice-president and in intervening years 
directed the establishing of Westing- 
house service operations, of which he 
was in charge for more than twenty 
years. 


> Harry F. Boe has been appointed 
manager of the service department of 
the Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company. He succeeds W. K. 
Dunlap, assistant to the vice-president, 
formerly in charge of the department, 
who has retired. Mr. Boe started with 
Westinghouse in 1900 at East Pitts- 
burgh. After serving several years in 
the company’s various shops, in the 
testing division and in the engineering 
department, he transferred his interest 
to sales work at first in the Rochester, 
N. Y., office and later as manager of 
the Buffalo sales office; eastern district 
manager with headquarters in New 
York, and commercial manager with 
headquarters in East Pittsburgh. 


J. F. Porter Heads Board; 
C. C. Smith Made President 


Joseph F. Porter will retire July 1 
as president of the Kansas City Power 
& Light Company, Kansas City, Mo., 
to become chairman of the board with 
lessened responsibility for detail direc- 
tion of the utility. Chester C. Smith, 
vice-president and secretary, will be- 
come president. 

Mr. Porter, who will be 75 years of 
age when the change becomes effec- 
tive, took the reins of this company 
more than twenty years ago. Under 
his direction the company has grown 
from a disorganized and financially de- 
pleted utility to one of the most effi- 
ciently operated electric light and 
power systems in the country. 

His entire life has been devoted to 
public utility work or some of the 
affiliated industries. His first connec- 
tion after finishing college in 1884 was 
with the Des Moines Edison Light 
Company. His work, which varied 
from wiring to dynamo tending and 
engineering, gave him a broad, prac- 
tical training. Later he helped to in- 
stall plants at Appleton, Wis.; Topeka, 
Abilene and Hutchinson Kan., and St. 
Louis, Mo., and for some time he was 
in the electrical contracting business. 

In 1892 he became associated with 
J. G. White & Company and one year 
later, when that organization acquired 
the utility properties in Alton, IIL, 
Mr. Porter became president of the 
several companies, which he developed 
into very profitable properties. These 
properties were disposed of, but new 
ones were acquired in Moline and 
Rock Island, Ill, and Davenport, Iowa, 
and in this much larger field Mr. Por- 
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ter became president of the Tri-City 
Railway & Light Company, the holding 
company for the several operating 
companies. He retained the presi- 
dency of this company until 1917, when 
the Kansas City Power & Light Com- 
pany chose him to rehabilitate and 
extend its system. 

Mr. Smith, who will succeed Mr. 
Porter as president, has been secretary 
of the corporation since 1919 and has 
had the additional title of vice-presi- 





J. F. Porter 


dent since 1924. He served from 1910 
to 1912 as secretary of the Public 
Utilities Commission of Kansas City, 
resigning to enter the employ of Bion 
J. Arnold, valuation engineer of Chi- 
cago. Mr. Arnold at that time was 
working on a receivership involving the 
Kansas City Railway & Light Com- 
pany. Upon completion of that work, 





Cc. C. Smith 


Mr. Smith became assistant to the 
president of the reorganized company. 
It was following the World War that 
he became associated with Mr. Por- 
ter. Mr. Smith has recently entered 


upon his second term as president of 
the Missouri Association of Public 
Utilities. 


> Gano Dunn, president of the J. G. 
White Engineering Corporation, was 
made the recipient of the honorary de- 
gree of Doctor of Science by Rutgers 
University. This is the second hon- 
orary degree to be conferred upon Mr. 
Dunn this year, Columbia University 
having also awarded him the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Science. 


> Rosert G. KNOWLTON, sales man- 
ager of the Haverhill (Mass.) Elec- 
tric Company, has resigned to become 
sales manager of the Concord (N. H.) 
Electric Company, following eighteen 
years of service in Haverhill. He 
joined the organization as a meter 
reader and has been in charge of sales 
since 1933. 


OBITUARY 


> Vernon M. McDONALD, district man- 
ager at Leadville for the Public Serv- 
ice Company of Colorado, died June 1. 
He was 66 years of age. 


> Warten O. SmitH, head of the 
claims department of the Louisville 
Gas & Electric Company, died at his 
home in that city June 5, in his seventy- 
fifth year. “Captain” Smith, as he was 
known to his many friends, was the 
dean of the electrical industry in Ken- 
tucky, having entered the employ of 
the Louisville company 61 years ago. 


> Ciarence H. Geist, president of C. 
H. Geist Company, Inc., Philadelphia, 
and well known in the public utility 
field, died at his home in Villanova 
June 12, after a short illness. He was 
72 years old. Mr. Geist became inter- 
ested some years ago in the develop- 
ment of electric and gas utility com- 
panies. His interests in this field con- 
tinued to increase for many years, 
until in 1930 he was considered possi- 
bly the largest individual holder of 
public utility stocks in the country. 
He was a director of the United Gas 
Improvement Company. 


> M. J. Witkinson for 27 years in the 
accounting department of the Pacific 
Power & Light Company, Portland, 
Ore., died at his home in that city June 
10. He was made assistant secretary 
and assistant treasurer in 1918 and 
since 1936 had served in the capacity 
of treasurer and assistant secretary. 
Mr. Wilkinson was active in the 
Northwest Electric Light and Power 
Association, having served a term as 
chairman of its accounting section and 
on many committees. 
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Johns-Manville Seeks 


Reactions of Public 


Another step toward more considera- 
tion of public reaction to corporation 
problems was taken this week when the 
Johns-Manville Corporation elected Dr. 
Walter A. Jessup, president of the Car- 
negie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching, to the board of directors. 

Lewis H. Brown, president of Johns- 
Manville, stated that the step was 
taken in recognition of the new era of 
broadened social responsibility upon 
which American industry is now enter- 
ing. The corporation will rely on Dr. 
Jessup to interpret the public viewpoint 
in correlating modern policies with 
these newer concepts. 

Mr. Brown in advising Dr. Jessup of 
his election wrote: 

“Determination of industrial policies, 
as well as consideration of great 
economic questions, must more and 
more include not merely the _ strictly 
economic factors on which business 
men are accustomed to rely, but on 
wholly new elements of 
portance.” 


great im- 


Oil Burner Shipments Off 


Domestic shipments of oil burners 
during April totaled 6,945, against 
7,461 in March and 14,187 in April 


last year, according to the Department 
of Commerce. 


Ask Pumping Station Bids 
The Under Secretary of State, De- 
partment of Public Service, Govern- 
ment of Egypt, Sharia El-Falaki No. 
25, Cairo, is asking bids until August 
24 for  electric-operated pumping 
equipment for the Bosat Water Works, 
including a main pumping station at 
Bosat, an auxiliary pumping station on 
the Nile River and a booster station at 
Damietta, with motor-driven pumping 
units and complete accessories, control 
equipment and auxiliary apparatus. 
Also for a Diesel engine-driven booster 
pumping station at Kafr El-Arab. 
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Plans and specifications at office of 
Consulate General of Egypt, 103 Park 
Avenue, New York, and at office of the 
chief inspecting engineer for the Egyp- 


41 Tothill 


tian Government, 
London, England. 


Street, 


Private Brand Appliances 
Get Attention of Stores 


In a move to offset price cutting on 
nationally branded electrical appliances 
by many smaller competitors, a number 
of stores throughout the country are 
giving greater emphasis on develop- 
ment of their own brands. Executives 
stated that results so far have proved 
favorable. 

Another factor in the move is the 
contention that the mark-up on the na- 
tional lines did not afford a sufficient 
margin of profit to the department 
stores. Sales of private brands have 
been satisfactory in many instances, it 
was declared. One such brand of elec- 


tric refrigerator has climbed to a 
ranking position. 


ORDERS AS HONORS—Chicago district salesmen of General Electric Supply honored 


AND MARKETS 





Contracts Awarded for Work 
on All-American Canal 


Two contracts amounting to $407,359 
have been awarded for work on the 
All-American Canal, under construction 
by the Bureau of Reclammation. Lewis- 
Chambers Construction Company, Inc., 
of New Orleans, La., received an award 
for $145,119 for the construction of 
Power Drop No. 1 and the Coachella 
Canal turnout. Atlas Construction Com- 
pany, Pasadena, Calif., was awarded 
the contract, amounting to $262,240, 
for building structures along almost 25 
miles of the All-American Canal and 
along the New Briar Canal. 


Refute Reports Air Units 
Cause City Water Problem 


Persistent reports that the rapid 
spread of air conditioning throughout 
the country is responsible for present- 
ing various cities with a water supply 


or disposal problem are upset by the 








Bt 


District Manager Axel Kahn by writing orders for $75,000 of Hotpoint refrigerators 
in one day 


Left to right 


Elias Gallup, district operating manager; W. Hayes Clarke, manager radio 


sales, Bridgeport, Conn.; Stanley O. Johnson, Rockford, Ill.; James Parker, Mr. Kahn, Paul 
D. Loser, Indianapolis, Ind.; M. C. Larson and A. W. Storrs, Rockford; A. S. Greenberg, 
Chicago; S. E. Smith, branch manager, Rockford; H. N. Newbold and G. Olson, Rockford ; 


Rock Smith and John Morrisroe. 
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Department of Commerce’s newly com- 
pleted nationwide survey of conditions 
in 434 cities, according to William B. 
Henderson, executive vice-president of 
the Air Conditioning Manufacturers’ 
Association. 

Air-conditioning business in 1937 to- 
taled $81,500,000 and installations were 
62 per cent commercial, 3 per cent in- 
dustrial, 31 per cent personal and 4 
per cent miscellaneous. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following 
assignments to their sales staffs: 

Proctor Electric Company has added 
H. D. MacRae to its list of representatives. 
He will represent the company in the 
up-state New York territory. 

Penn Electric Switch Company, Goshen, 
Ind., has announced the appointment of 
G. A. Wegner, Minneapolis, to the factory 
staff of sales engineers. Mr. Wegner was 
for many years identified with the control 
and accessory branches of both the heat- 
ing and refrigeration industries. In _ his 
new capacity with Penn Electric Switch 
he will work as a factory sales engineer 
out of the headquarters office of the com- 
pany at Goshen, Ind. 


Plans $75,000 Addition 


Whitney Blake Company, Hamden, 
Conn., manufacturer of insulated wire 
and cable, has plans nearing completion 
for a new one-story factory addition, 
125 x 180 ft., reported to cost more 
than $75,000, with equipment. Work 
on superstructure will begin soon. 


e 
Opens New Boston Office 


Removal of the Boston office of Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Company to 
the Park Square Building at 31 St. 
James Avenue has been announced. 
W. F. Taylor remains in charge as 
manager. 


To Vote Addition to Board 


Canadian Westinghouse Company 
has called a special meeting for June 
27 to approve increasing the board of 
directors from ten to eleven members. 





New York Metal Prices 


June 14,1938 June 22, 1938 
Cents per Cents per 


Pound Pound 
Copper electrolytic. ... 9.00* 9.00* 
Lead Am. 8. & R. price. 4.00 4.00 
BIG 605.65 5.0:0:6:0 0 11.75 11.75 
Nickel ingot.......... 35.00 35.00 
ee 4.40 4.40 
WIND sci seen x cee 39.00 42.00 
Aluminum, 99 percent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Some improvement in the electrical business was noted during the past 
week, with utility purchases steady and a slight increase in industrial 
purchases of electrical equipment. Expanding business in the late summer 
and fall is being anticipated as the government spending drive takes hold. 


NEW YORK 


While business conditions in this area 
have shown no appreciable change from 
preceding weeks, a trend is developing 
which indicates expanding trade in the 
late summer and fall. Industry leaders 
feel that the government’s spending-lending 
drive will greatly expand consumer pur- 
chases, necessitating a restocking of 
shelves. Manufacturers who have allowed 
inventories to shrink to very low levels 
are preparing for increased production 
over the next few months. 

The low level of power production is 
expected to give way to an upward trend 
as business expands operations. The 
long-term outlook for both the electric 
utilities and manufacturers is favorable. 
With additional load on power systems 
the utilities will be forced into the market 
for new equipment. Industry leaders feel 
that the present situation is shaping up 
along the same lines as when the gov- 
ernment first started its spending spree. 

Utility purchases are small and rural 
electrification is at a slower pace because 
the territory to be electrified is very small 
as compared with a few years ago. Ap- 
pliance sales were given an impetus by the 
Nash-Kelvinator sponsored National Sales- 
men Crusade. Some new air-conditioning 
installations have been reported. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Electrical equipment sales reveal a wide 
diversity in market requirements, with 
scattered industrial buying predominant. 
Utility purchases follow routine replace- 
ment lines in the main, but studies of 
future generating requirements continue 
and construction is making excellent head- 
way in several steam plant situations. A 
3,500-kw. top turbine unit is about to be 
bought in Connecticut. Demand meter 
purchases are picking up and plans have 
been made for a 66-kv. line between the 
New England Power Association system 
at Searsburg, Vt., and the Woodford sta- 
tion of the Twin State company at a cost 
of approximately $90,000. 

Westinghouse company’s new $500,000 
service building and storehouse was opened 
last week at Boston with an attendance 
of about 1,300. This installation will 
probably require additional machine tool 
equipment when business improves. 

Bethlehem Shipbuilding received con- 
tracts from General Foods for two Diesel- 
driven trawlers to cost about $500.000, 
including electrical equipment. The Fore 
River yard of this company has equipped 
a drafting room annex with 24 Holophane 
300-R_ filterlite fixtures housing 300-watt 
units. Important naval construction for 
New England yards is anticipated. with 
accompanying electric wiring, power and 
lighting facilities. 

Industrial electric heating continues to 
attract interest and many propositions are 
on the tables. A 16-kw. heat-treating fur- 
nace has been sold within a few days. 
Modernization of work in factories has 
led to recent sales of switchboard panels 
and accessories for tannery, abrasive and 
institutional plants as well. Westfield 
lighting department has bought twelve 
4,600-volt steel cubicles for substation 
service. A Bay State utility has pur- 


chased and not long since installed about 
700 kva. in capacitors for power-factor 
correction at strategic points on its 
system. 


CHICAGO 


Indications of slightly improved busi- 
ness conditions in this area were in evi- 
dence last week. Several manufacturers 
of electrical equipment reported small 
increases in orders received. A fair pro- 
portion of these orders were to replenish 
wholesalers’ stocks which have been 
worked down during the past few months. 
Public works and some utility buying ac- 
count for an important slice of the busi- 
ness. 

Operations in the steel district picked 
up very slightly and on the strength of 
the increased schedule of automobile out- 
put the outlook for the next month_ is 
much brighter than was anticipated. The 
arrival of warmer weather gave impetus 
to retail trade as sales of summer mer- 
chandise turned moderately upward. 

Air-conditioning inquiries increased, and 
while the number of installations was 
higher than last year the total capacity 
was approximately 15 per cent less. Elec- 
tric roasters are in demand and electric 
range sales are well above a year ago. 

Although residential construction is far 
below last year the past few weeks have 
shown a decided improvement. Industrial 
and commercial building is very poor and 
confined almost entirely to remodeling 
work. There is considerable activity on 
street and highway projects, resulting in 
some fair orders for street-lighting equip- 
ment. Extension of rural lines is pro- 
gressing in some nearby areas, although 
the volume is well below last year’s level. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Electrical wholesalers and contractors 
report a steady volume of business which 
is slightly closing the gap between 1938 
and 1937 and so far reveals no trace of 
the usual June-July seasonal let-down. 
Stock orders are better, according to 
manufacturers, and recent 5 per cent in- 
creases in flexible metallic conduit and 
braid X cables have stimulated buying in 
them and their related lines. Fans are 
selling better under the influence of a 
hot weather wave in the Central Valleys 
and small appliances have held their own 
with last year’s sales, largely because of 
dish and cup combinations or bargain 
offers on obsolescent items. Major ap- 
pliances still lag far back of their quotas. 

Government business is in the steel 
and cement stage for a number of wide- 
spread power projects, one series of bids 
covering 8,000,000 barrels of cement for 
various northwestern dams. Transformers, 
switches and lightning arresters are being 
bid for Buffalo Rapids in Montana and 
the North Platte proiect in Wyoming, and 
similar material, totaling $190,000, is be- 
ing awarded for the Seminoe Dam _ at 
Kendrick, Wyo., besides $70,000 for cir- 
cuit breakers. The REA has awarded 
$146,230 for a 178-mile system near Spo- 
kane, and a bid of $170,000 has been 
received for a 2,000-kva. Diesel-generating 
unit and accessories for the Coolidge 
irrigation project in Arizona. 
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Utility stocks took an upward turn this week, with the “Electrical World” index 
gaining 1.1 point. Index this week, 25.9; previous week, 24.8; year ago, 30.8. Bonds 
held their ground, with the “Electrical World” index up 0.1 point to 99.5 





Seeks to Make Bonds 


Legal Investments 


To correct a technicality which has 
disqualified its bonds as legal invest- 
ments, the New York & Queens Elec- 
tric Light & Power Company has ap- 
plied to the Public Service Commission 
for permission to increase its outstand- 
ing preferred stock. The company pro- 
poses to issue 8,772 additional shares 
of preferred stock to present stock- 
holders at the ratio of one share for 
each fifty shares of preferred or com- 
mon stock now held. 

As a result of the issuance of $10,- 
000,000 first and consolidating mort- 
gage bonds last month, in addition to 
which there are outstanding $25,- 
000,000 first and consolidating mort- 
gage bonds due November 1, 1965, the 
capital stock of the company no longer 
is equal to at least two-thirds of the 
total mortgage indebtedness outstand- 
ing, and the bonds therefore no longer 
meet the requirements of the banking 
laws of New York and other states as 
to legal investments for savings banks. 


Gatineau Power Debenture 
Issue Offered in Canada 


Recent offering was made in Can- 
ada only of $10,000,000 of 5 per cent 
sinking fund debentures of Gatineau 
Power Company. The _ debentures, 
part of an issue of $13,000,000, were 
offered to the public at 98 and inter- 
est to yield approximately 5.25 per 
cent, and are payable in Canadian 
funds only. They are dated June 1, 
1938, and mature June 1, 1949. 
There is attached to each $1,000 de- 
benture a detachable stock subscrip- 
tion warrant entitling the holder to 
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purchase ten shares of common stock 
at $10 per share prior to December 
31, 1942. 

The balance of the issue, amount- 
ing to $3,000,000, has been sold and 
is not being offered to the public. 
These serial debentures carry interest 
rates of 3 per cent, 344 per cent, 4 
per cent and 414 per cent and mature 
$600,000 annually in the years 1939 
to 1943 inclusive. 


Authorize Dividends 


on Acecumulations 


Dividend of $1.12% on the $6 pre- 
ferred and one of 9334 cents on the $5 
preferred were voted against accumula- 
tions on both issues by the American 
Power & Light Corporation. Similar 
amounts were disbursed in the previous 
quarter. 

Board of directors of the Lexington 
Utilities Company authorized a divi- 
dend of $1.621%% a share on account of 
accumulations on the $6.50 preferred 
stock. 


American Cities Power & Light Corpora- 
tion voted a dividend of 343% cents cash, 
or 1/32 share of class B stock, on each 
share of class A stock, optional series of 
1936. Previously the company paid op- 
tional dividends of 6834 cents cash, or 
1/16 share of class B stock. 

Long Island Lighting directors have de- 
clared quarterly dividends of 8714 cents 
a share on the company’s 7 per cent cumu- 
lative preferred stock, series A, and 75 
cents a share on the 6 per cent cumulative 
preferred stock, series B. These pay- 
ments, which represent half the regular 
dividends due on these shares, are the 
same in amount as those authorized three 
months ago. 

Directors of the Queens Borough Gas 
& Electric Company omitted the divi- 
dend ordinarily payable on July 1 on the 
6 per cent cumulative preferred stock. In 
explaining its action the board stated that 
the “unprecedented increases in all mu- 





nicipal, state and federal taxes, coupled 
with increases in labor and material costs, 
as well as increasingly expensive govern- 
mental requirements, necessitate the main- 
tenance of a conservative position in order 
to preserve the financial situation of the 
company.” 


Edison Authorized 
to Increase Shares 


Increase in the authorized common 
stock of Consolidated Edison Com- 
pany of New York, Inc., from 15,- 
000,000 to 17,000,000 shares, as re- 
quested by the company, has been ap- 
proved by the New York State Pub- 
lic Service Commission. 

As stated in the petition and sup- 
ported by the testimony of Floyd L. 
Carlisle, chairman of the board of 
trustees, the company does not now 
ask for authority to issue and sell 
any of the additional shares of com- 
mon stock, due to the low price at 
which the stock is selling. It is mere- 
ly filing a certificate of increase in 
the number of shares of the common 
stock at this time in order to place 
the company in a position that will 
enable it to obtain funds for some of 
its capital requirements from _ the 
issuance and sale of stock when a 
favorable opportunity arises. 

Mr. Carlisle pointed out that the 
company will be required in the fu- 
ture to finance some of its capital 
expenditures from the sale of stock, 
due to certain existing restrictions 
with respect to the issuance of bonds. 


Calls Outstanding Bonds 


St. Joseph Railway, Light, Heat & 
Power Company has announced that 
it will pay off or purchase on July 1 
all of its outstanding first and refund- 
ing mortgage sinking fund 5 per cent 
30-year bonds, due July 1, 1946, at 
102% and accrued interest. 





Earnings Reports (Utility) 


Net Income 
988 1937 


*The Detroit Edison 
ee $7,741,521 $10,759,621 
*Connecticut Lt. & 
Pes scsardacwcamdes 3,586,960 3,907,684 
+Kansas City Pwr. 
Be xis areeneUnanate 4,352,394 4,644,860 
+Northern States Pwr. 
(Del.) and subs..... 5,790,861 5,308,647 
tKentucky Utilities 
a i eee 1,221,496 1,313,214 
+American Lt. & Trac. 
BIE DEOGs .cehisdecas 5,366,346 5,941,755 
*Continental Gas & 
Elec. and subs...... 4,329,919 4,541,166 
fLouisvillee G. & KE. 
(Ky.) and subs..... 2,904,277 2,882,279 
+United Lt. & Pwr. 5 
SEG SGRB sisi cin cess 4,772,940 5,216,086 


* Twelve months ended May 31. 
+ Twelve months ended April 30. 
¢{ Twelve months ended March 31. 


i 
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“RENTSCHLERIZING”’ EQUIPMENT — For 
killing bacteria and preventing mold in 
many fields, including the meat indus- 
try, baking industry, hospitals, public 
eating and drinking places, the lamp divi- 
sion of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company, Bloomfield, N. J., 
announces a new line of equipment for use 
in “Rentschlerizing.” This name _ has 
been given to the process of sterilizing 
through the use of selected ultra-violet 
radiations produced by the company’s 
“Sterilamps.” Two types of fixtures have 
been designed—the type shown at (B) 
is for walk-in refrigerators and places 
where ceiling or wall mounting is desir- 
able; the open type (C) is designed for 
use in refrigerated display cases and 
shelves. A special power unit for ener- 
gizing the tubes (A) combines a trans- 
former, relay, starting button and safety 
door switch and will operate on any 
60-cycle supply voltage between 110 and 
120 volts. 


Air Conpitioners — Indian Products 
Company, Chicago, IIl., has introduced a 
line of self-contained air-conditioning units 
under the name of “Koolroom.” Line 
ranges from the window sill model pic- 
tured, delivering 200 cu.ft. of air per 
minute, to a console style, delivering 600 
cu.ft. per minute. Each unit cools, de- 
humidifies, ventilates, cleans and circulates 
the air. Standard models are for use on 
60-cycle a.c.; motors range from 1/3 hp. 
110 volts, to 1% hp., 220 volts. 


Neon Inpicatinc Lamp—For use in an- 
nuciator or signaling systems, the H. R. 
Kirkland Company, Morristown, N. J., is 
making a Neon indicating lamp which is 
designed to use the Type T4%4, 120-volt 
bulb. Tip of lamp protrudes well into 
hollow shell of the lens, to provide a full 
180 deg. of visibility. 


Room THEermostat—A line-voltage room 
thermostat is a recent addition to the line 
of temperature controls offered by White- 
Rodgers Electric Company, St. Louis, Mo. 
Suggested for air-conditioning service in 
stores, restaurants and public buildings, 
as well as for use with unit heaters and 
coelers, the instrument is available with 
or without thermometer and for heating 
or cooling service. Switch has load 
capacity of 14% hp., 120 or 240 volts, 
a.c., and 30 amp., 120 volts, or 15 amp., 
240 volts, but is said also to be suitable 
for use on low voltage. 


Etectrica Contacts—“King” contacts 
will operate up to 25 times per second, 
say the makers, Robert Hetherington & 
Son, Sharon Hill, Pa. Movement required 
to open or close the contact is 1/64 in. 
where pressure is put directly against the 
contact plunger; a pressure of five ounces 
is required, although they can be fur- 
nished for lighter pressure. While par- 
ticularly applicable to fractional-horse- 
power and solenoid requirements, they will 
handle safely 30 amp. at 110 volts or 15 
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amp. at 220 volts, a.c., it is claimed. 
Lever and non-lever types are offered, the 
former being shown. 


Satt Tastet Dispenser—The value of 
salt in protecting workers against the ill 
elfects of high-working temperatures is 
pretty well known. Now Morton Salt 
Company, Chicago, Ill, and Industrial 
Products Company, Philadelphia, Pa., have 
brought out salt tablet dispensers for use 
in industrial plants. Industrial Products 
also offers a smaller, utility model de- 
signed particularly for use by electrical 
utilities on trucks. Larger size holds 1,500 
tablets, smaller model, 350. 


Corp AND Wire—A new type of oil- 
resisting portable cord which is also said 
to be proof against actions of grease, 
gasoline, fats, vegetable oils, acids, al- 
kalies, lye, soaps and other agents de- 
structive to rubber, has been announced 
by the General Electric appliance and 
merchandise department, Bridgeport, Conn. 
Designated as Type “OS,” the new cord 
has a tough jacket of Glyptal-Neoprene, 
similar to but containing no rubber. This 
department has also announced recently 
a new “Deltabeston” magnet wire, in- 
sulated with fiber glass. as an addition to 
the present line of  asbestos-insulated 
magnet wire. 


For PHoto ENntarcinc—Two develop- 
ments of particular interest to utility 
photographic departments are a new time 
control for printing and enlarging and 
a new line of photo-enlarger lamps. The 
time-control device is known as_ the 
“Photrix” Electronic timer, offered by 
Intercontinental Marketing Corporation, 
New York, N. Y. As its name suggests, 
it is electronic in nature and automatically 
turns off the light after a predetermined 
time. Faster production and less fatigue 


Electronic Timer 


King Contact 


“Rentschlerizing” Equipment 


for the operator in enlarging and contact 


printing are said to be provided. West- 
inghouse Lamp Division, Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company, 


Bloomfield, N. J., has announced a new 
line of photo-enlarger lamps, available in 
six sizes, ranging from 75 to 500 watts, 
for 105-120-volt service. Bulbs are of 
natural opal glass, incorporating the 
diffusing qualities in itself, thus needing 
no internal or external coating and also 
guarding against scratching of the sur- 
face. 
* 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


Pote Creosotinc—“Treatment and In- 
spection of Creosoted Pine Poles” is the 
title of Publication No. Fl, issued by the 
Edison Electric Institute, 420 Lexington 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. Preparation and 
treatment of poles is discussed at some 
length, the American Wood Preservers As- 
sociation standard specification for the 
preservative treatment of Southern pine 
poles by pressure processes and steaming 
tables for conditioning Southern pine poles 
are included in an appendix. A bibliog- 
raphy on Southern pine poles and their 
treatment is also given Booklet is priced 
at 75 cents to non-members in the U. S. 


RELAYS AND SwitcHGEAR—Recent stand- 
ards approved by the American Standards 
Association are (C37.1 and (37.2. The 
first treats of relays associated with power 
switchgear; the second covers all types of 
automatic power switchgear equipment for 
all classes of service. Service conditions, 
definitions, ratings, heating and tempera- 
ture limitations and nameplate markings 
are discussed. Copies of each are avail- 
able from the association headquarters, 
29 West 39th Street, New York, N. Y., 
at 40 cents per copy. 


Ow Circuit Breakers—aAll types of oil 
circuit breakers, both for indoor and out- 
door service, are covered in the A.I.E.E. 
Standard No. 19. Service conditions, 
definitions, rating, heating, dielectric tests 
and nameplate markings are treated. Ap- 
pendix discusses recommended methods 
for determining r.m.s. value of sinusoidal 
current wave and normal frequency re- 
covery voltage. Copies are available from 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers, 33 West 39th Street, New York, 
N. Y., at 40 cents each. 








Portable 
Air Conditioner 


Room Thermostat 
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Contractors in Minnesota 
Formulate Wiring Program 


The series of ten meetings held 
recently throughout Minnesota under 
the sponsorship of the North Central 
Associated Electrical Industries aroused 
wide interest in the National Adequate 
Wiring Program, according to A. C. 
Tait, field representative of the Na- 
tional Bureau. Mr. Tait was accom- 
panied by A. H. Kessler, promotion 
manager of the North Central group, 
which has prepared a complete wiring 
campaign for contractors and dealers 
based on the promotional materials 
available in the national plan. 

This campaign includes a series of 
eight letters prepared by the associa- 
tion to be used by contractors and 
others in sending out eight direct mail 
pieces selected from the materials 
available through national headquar- 
ters. 

’ 


May Construction Is Higher 


Construction contracts awarded jin 
the 37 Eastern States during May to- 
taled $283,156,000, an increase of 28 
per cent over April and of 16 per cent 
over May last year, according to F. W. 
Dodge Corporation. Public works and 
utilities projects accounted for $122.- 
232,000 of the May, 1938, total, as 
against $67,004,000 in April and $65,- 
836.000 in May a year ago. 


Profit Lower in Quarter 


For the quarter ended April 30, 
Servel, Inc., reports a net profit, after 
estimated undistributed profits taxes, 
of $603,184, equal, after preferred divi- 
dend requirements, to 33 cents a share 
of $1 par common. This compares with 
1 cent a common share in the preced- 
ing quarter and $1.06 a common share 
in the same quarter last year. 


Water Heaters for School 


Four new electric water heaters have 
been installed in the new $300,000 
New London, Tex., school, which was 
the scene of the disastrous explosion a 
year ago, in which 294 school children 
and teachers lost their lives. Hotpoint 
heaters were specified. 


Make Up Exhibit Brochures 


To meet the many requests for in- 
formation concerning the recent “Mod- 
ern Living Exhibition” held recently in 
Allentown, Pa., a brochure has been 
made up, containing detailed descrip- 
tions of the outstanding features of 
this highly successful exhibit. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


FaircHiLp, Wis.—Northern States Power 
Company, Minneapolis, Minn., plans new 
66,000-volt transmission line from Neills- 
ville to Fairchild. Cost about $65,000. 

LAFAYETTE, TENN.—Tri-County Electric 
Membership Corporation, care of Daniel T. 
Duncan, Ninety-Six (Greenwood County), 
S. C., consulting engineer, has plans under 
way for new _ hydroelectric generating 
plant on Barren River, Allen County, Ky., 
vicinity of Jews Harp Bend, with power 
dam about 110 ft. high and 1,500 ft. long. 
Project will include new 44,000-volt trans- 
mission line from power station to con- 
nections with new substations at different 
points in association territory, which in- 
cludes rural electric lines in Sumner, 
Clay, Macon and Trousdale Counties, 
Tenn., and Barren, Allen and Monroe 
Counties, Ky. Entire project will cost 
over $3,500,000. Financing will be ar- 
ranged through federal aid. Mr. Duncan, 
noted, is engineer for generating station. 
P. M. Sullivan, Atlanta, Ga., electrical 
engineer, will be engineer for transmission 
lines and power substations. 


GREELEY, CoLo.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, Colo., has plans maturing and 
proposes to begin work in 30 to 60 days 
on new transmission line from Seminoe 
hydro-electric power development in Wyo- 
ming to Greeley, by way of Laramie and 
Cheyenne, Wyo. Cost estimated close 
to $700,000. 


RicumMonp, Va.—American Refrigeration 
Company, Inc., 1425 East Main Street, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
conveyors, electric-operated refrigerating 
and freezing machinery, high-speed ele- 
vators and other equipment in new four- 
story cold storage, refrigerating and 
frosted food products plant on local site. 
An air-conditioning system will be in- 
stalled in different departments. Bids for 
construction are being asked until July 1. 
Plant will have a rated capacity of about 
50 tons. Company also plans smaller 
plant units of similar type at Front Royal, 
Alexandria and Toano, Va. Entire project 
will cost over $600,000. Otis K. Asberry, 
3800 Monument Avenue, Richmond, is 
architect; R. T. Lipscombe, Sr., 1425 
East Main Street, Richmond, is consulting 
engineer. 


Fort Dopce, lowa—Fort Dodge Gas & 
Electric Company has authorized new pri- 
mary and secondary lines for extensions 
in rural electric system, totaling about 70 
miles, and will proceed with work at early 
date. Project will include power substa- 
tion and service facilities. Company has 
begun extensions and improvements in lo- 
cal steam-electric generating plant; addi- 
tional equipment will be installed. Cost 
estimated over $100,000. 


Brokaw, Wis.—Wausau Paper Mills 
Company, Brokaw, is considering rebuild- 
ing of hydro-electric generating station 
used for service at mill, recently com- 
pletely destroyed through collapse of 
power dam and ensuing floodwaters, 
which washed station building and equip- 
ment into the Wisconsin River. Loss es- 











timated close to $700,000. Company has 
engaged L. A. DeGuere, Wisconsin Rapids, 
Wis., consulting engineer, to make survey 
of damage and recommendations for re- 
construction. 


Auuiance, Nes.—Has plans maturing for 
new addition to municipal electric power 
plant, including installation of new turbo- 
generator unit and accessories, boiler and 
complete auxiliary equipment. Cost es- 
timated close to $330,400. City Council 
has approved project, either with or with- 
out federal aid. Black & Veatch, 4706 
Broadway, Kansas City, Mo., are con- 
sulting engineers. 


Fort Gipson, OkLA.—Grand River Dam 
Authority, City Hall, Vinita, Okla. R. V. 
L. Wright, general manager, is projecting 
plans for two new hvdro-electric power 
developments on Grand River, one to be 
located in vicinity of Fort Gibson and 
the other near Marckham’s Ferry, each to 
include a complete generating unit, com- 
prising power dam, power station, power 
substations and switching stations, trans- 
mission lines and distributing systems. 
Surveys are being made for each project. 
which is estimated to cost about $9,000.- 
000, or $18,000,000 for both developments. 
Financing will be carried out through fed- 
eral aid. Holway & Neuffer, 302 East 
Eighteenth Street, Tulsa, Okla., are con- 
sulting engineers. 


SHEFFIELD, ALA.—Electro-Metallurgical 
Company, 30 East 42d Street, New York. 
N. Y., a subsidiary of Union Carbide & 
Chemical Corporation, same address, has 
made application for permission to con- 
struct a transmission line from hydro- 
electric generating plant of federal gov- 
ernment at Wilson Dam to site of new 
plant near Sheffield, where company has 
taken over tract of about 300 acres of 
land, as previously noted in these columns. 
Contract has been made with TVA for 
power supply for plant, on which work is 
scheduled to begin at early date. A large 
power substation will be built at plant 
site and feeder lme system. Plant in- 
stallation will include a battery of electric 
furnaces for production of calcium car- 
bide, calcium chloride and allied chem- 
ical products. Complete project will cost 
approximately $5,000,000. 


Houston, Tex.—Houston Lighting & 
Power Company plans new power sub- 
station at Eureka Junction, near west city 
limits of Houston. Cost over $75,000, with 
equipment. Phoenix Engineering Com- 
pany, 2 Rector Street, New York, N. Y.. 
is engineer. 


Hastincs, Nes.—Central Nebraska Power 
& Irrigation District, Third and St. Jos- 
eph Streets, Hastings, George E. Johnson. 
chief engineer and general manager, re- 
ceives bids until July 5 for auxiliary power 
plant equipment in connection with land 
clearing and excavations at the Kingsley 
dam and reservoir, vicinity of Keystone, 
Neb., for which bids are being asked at 
same time; also for conduit and wiring, 
compressor and receiver, and other equip- 
ment 





ExectricaL Wortp + June 25, 1938 


VOLTAGE REGULATORS 


maintain generator voltage 
under all load conditions 


The Rocking Contact Type Generator Voltage 
Regulator has many distinctive features of design, 
construction, and operation. It efficiently controls 
a-c generator output voltage automatically and de- 
pendably at all times, and under all load fluctuations. 


The Rocking Contact design provides smooth and 
sensitive regulation. It responds quickly to change 
in output voltage—no need for complicated settings. 


NOTE THESE ADVANTAGES: 
Type V-1 Voltage Regulator 


for control of small generators. . Accurate, dependable regulation ¢ 
t Quick response to voltage changes 

© Positive Anti-Hunting features 

© Operates only when change in 

excitation required © No compli- 

cated settings or adjustments ¢ 

No continuously vibrating con- 

tacts ¢ Built for long life—main- 

Torque:motor Type Two Sector tenance cost is low ©® Requires 

es Ai Te ate eaaeaay little space on switchboard. 


Leaflets 2142B, 2230, 2239, and get tull 
a-c Generator oe 


Type “J” Rheostatic 
Voltage Regulator 
for accurate and re- © 
liable control of | 


large synchronous ; MT ul Me ee ee ee 
important machines. re 
Pa eee ‘ ~ a 


behretteeaieea 
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By developing the detachable outdoor meter, VV estinghouse en- 
gineers have made it possible to remove many annoyances and 


misunderstandings from the path of utility public relations. 


A meter readers muddy footprint may problems, protecting revenue, and im- 
seem a trifling cause for bad customer proving customer relations. 
relations, but it is real just the same. 


Entering a house for readings is annoying LONG TIME ACCURACY 
at the best. Misunderstandings may arise Siesta gaieineetaaialitiia MO cteineaaa 
when absences prevent readings. use, these meters register accurately year 

Detachable outdoor meters solve all after year, without additional expense 
hese problems. Quickly read from the out- ae SR See ae SES, ee: 


: C : ae house design includes: 
side, they shorten reading time, eliminate carte 

. 1. Lifetime ball-and-jewel bearings 
annoyance to customer, save return calls, 


anti-friction, no periodic replacement. 
delayed billings, wasteful correspondence. 2. Gold plated register . 


. no friction 

Westinghouse engineers were experi- from corrosion to impair accuracy. 

3. One-piece electro-magnet fixed 
g < am 


menting with detachable meters as early f om 
a . ° : per ormance characteristics. 
as 1927. Today’s development is an , 

; . No mechanical adjustments .. . no 


interesting example of W estinghouse shifting of parts to disturb accuracy. 





co-operation in solving electric service 


J-93122A 







The detachable out- 
door meter. pioneered 
bv Westinghouse, is a 
source of better public 
relations and many 
definite economies. 


Westinghouse 











